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DICTATORSHIPS 

& THE SECOND WORLD WAR

(pp. 953-984)

1. Identify the liberal democratic governments in Europe on the eve of WWI:

2. Identify present day examples of cruel atrocities that plague the world in our time?

3. What were the characteristics of conservative authoritarianism:

4. Did these governments seek to control all aspects of life?

5. What areas did they desire to control?

6. In 1938 identify the only eastern European nation that remained true to liberal political ideals?

7. Identify the reasons for this development:

8. In the 1920’s which countries had some form of democracy?

9. What was the final blow to these countries?

10.  Identify the three countries who moved towards radical dictatorships:

11.  Define totalitarianism –

12.  Describe Elie Halevy’s thoughts on fascism, Nazism, and communism:

13.  How did these totalitarian dictators exercise complete political control?

14.  Compare/Contrast classical liberalism and totalitarianism?

15.  Describe totalitarianism in relation to revolution:

16.  Regarding the middle class, explain how communism and Nazism differed:

17.  Ideologically speaking, where did each fall on the political spectrum:

18.  Define Fascism:

19.  McKay (author of your book) makes three conclusions regarding totalitarianism: 

STALIN’S SOVIET UNION

1. Identify Stalin’s five year plan:

2. Describe the goal and the means of Stalin’s plan:

3. In 1920,21 explain the predicament regarding farming and industry:

4. Identify Lenin’s NEP:

5. Was the New Economic plan a success?

6. Compare/Contrast Stalin and Trotsky:

7. How did Stalin consolidate power?

8. Identify the ideology of Stalin and Trotsky:

9. Why did Stalin break from the NEP?

10.  Identify the three steps Stalin took to achieve supreme power:

11.  Explain the goals of the first Five Year Plan:

12.  Why did Stalin “unleash” the “second revolution”?

13.  What was the motivation for Stalin’s lofty policies?

14.  Identify the “cursed problem”:

15.  Define collectivization –

16.  What happened to the Kulaks?

17.  What were the consequences of collectivization?

18.  Approximately how many died during Stalin’s collectivization?

19.  How did collectivization affect the Ukraine?

20.  Why did the Communist party consider “second serfdom” a political victory?

21.  Explain the industrial successes of Stalin’s Five Year Plan:

22.  Identify the factors that contributed to rapid industrialization:

23.  How did America contribute to industrialization in Russia?

24.  What was the aim of Stalin’s five-year plan?

25.  Describe the average person’s lifestyle in Russia during the reign of Stalin?

26.  Identify the positive aspects of communist life?

27.  How and why did an elite social class develop?

28.  Explain the impact the Russian revolution had on women’s lives?

29.  Describe the purpose of propaganda under the Stalin regime?

30.  How did Stalin treat the institution of religion?

31.  Identify the fate of Stalin’s wife and Sergei Kirov:

32.  Describe the great purge trials of 1936 and 1937:

MUSSOLINI AND FASCISM IN ITALY:

1. Describe Italy (all aspects) on the eve of WWI:

2. Which political party opposed WWI?

3. Why did many Italians feel cheated after WWI?

4. What alarmed the property-owning class in Italy?

5. In 1921 who opposed the liberal parliamentary government?

6. Describe Benito Mussolini:

7. Explain programs implemented by Mussolini:

8. Identify the Black Shirts:

9. As a skillful politician what was Mussolini’s political platform?

10.  How did Mussolini seize power?

11.  How did the Fascist party seize power in parliament?

12.  Identify Giacomo Matteotti:

13.  Describe repressive measures implemented by Mussolini:

14.  Why was the Fascist movement in Italy incomplete?

15.  Identify the Lateran Agreement:

16.  Explain the role of women according to Mussolini:

17.  Why was Mussolini’s Italy never completely totalitarian?

HITLER AND NAZISM IN GERMANY

1. How did Nazism differ from Fascism?

2. Define Nazism:

3. Identify Adolf Hitler:

4. How did Karl Lueger influence Hitler?

5. What role did Hitler play in WWI?

6. What was the political platform of Adolf Hitler?

7. Describe the various key conclusions Hitler surmises during his jail term?

8. Identify the foundations of the Nazi party and the % of vote in 1928?

9. What was the biggest factor in Hitler rising success?

10.  How did Hitler appeal to the masses?

11.  Describe the Nazi appeal to German youth?

12.  Identify the decisions of Heinrich Bruning that contributed to the rise of Hitler?

13.  Explain the other political parties who opposed Nazism:

14.  Why did people in the army and big business support Hitler’s rise to power?

15.  What was the significance of the Reichstag fire?

16.  Identify the Enabling Act:

17.  How did Nazism affect culture?

18.  Identify the SA:

19.  What role did the SA play in Hitler’s rise to power? Once in power what happened to the SA?

20.  Identify the SS and Heinrich Himmler:

21.  Describe Hitler’s “work and bread” program:

22.  What was the result of this policy?

23.  In general what two advancements won Hitler support with the people?

24.  Discuss the concepts of space and race:

25.  How did Hitler violate the Treaty of Versailles:

26.  Define appeasement –

27.  Identify the Rome-Berlin Axis:

28.  Who was Francis Franco?

29.  What was the significance of the Munich Conference:

30.  Who was the British Prime Minster at the time?

31.  Identify the Nazi-Soviet nonaggression pact:

32.  When and Why did the Second World War begin?

33.  Define blitzkrieg –

34.  Identify Winston Churchill:

35.  Describe the Battle of Britain:

36.  Following German defeat what would have been the most reasonable decision for Hitler?

37.  Was Hitler’s decision to invade Russia a good one? WHY?

38.  When and How did the United States enter the War?

39.  Identify Hitler’s New Order:

40.  Who were the enemies of Nazi Germany?

41.  Approximately how many human beings were slaughtered each day?

42.  Identify the policy of Europe First:

43.  Explain the principle of “unconditional surrender”:

44.  Why and How do Russians refer to WWII?

45.  What battle (in Europe) turned the tides in the Allies favor?

46.  Identify key battles in the Pacific:

47.  What was the purpose of “island hopping”?

48.  When did Mussolini surrender?

49.  What was Germany response b/w 1942-1944?

50.  What happened on June 6, 1944?

51.  What happened on May 7, 1945?

52.  What happened on August 14, 1945?

53.  Approximately how many people died during WWII? 

