Constitutionalism

Identify:

1. Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679)-English philosopher born in Westport, Wiltshire, England on April 5, 1588. His most famous work was The Leviathan, written during the English Civil War, which rejected the doctrine of separation of powers and supported an absolute sovereign authority.

2. Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658) – English politician and military leader during the English Civil War. Ruled Scotland, England, and Ireland as Lord Protector from December 16, 1653 until his death in 1658. Raised a cavalry troop known as the “Ironsides Cavalry” during the English Civil War. His body was exhumed, drawn, and quartered by Royalists after the Restoration, the traditional punishment for treason in England. 

3. John Locke (1632-1704)– English philosopher and theorist on the social contract. Argued against Hobbes that a legitimate government could only be obtained if it had the consent of the governed and protected “life, liberty, and estate” (natural rights). If consent was not given, then rebellion was viable. His writings, including Two Treatises of Government and An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, were strongly influential of American revolutionaries. His study of human consciousness led to his belief of tabula rasa (man is born with a clean slate of consciousness at birth which is then added upon through experiences).

4. Richard Cromwell (1626-1712)– Third son of Oliver Cromwell who served as Lord Protector for eight months (September 3, 1658 to May 25, 1659). Abdicated as Lord Protector on account of demands made by the Rump Parliament. The Restoration period immediately followed his abdication. Known as “Tumbledown Dick.”

5. Elizabeth I (1533-1603)– English Tudor who reigned as Queen of England and Ireland from November 17, 1558 until her death on March 24, 1603. Reigned during a period of great religious turmoil. Her reign is referred to as the elite Elizabethan Era or the “Golden Age.” Known as the “Virgin Queen.” 

6. James I of England (1566-1625) – Ruled Scotland as James IV. Succeeded Elizabeth I and became the first Stuart monarch of England. He favored political absolutism – divine right of kings. King James Bible – translation of Bible into English - 1611

7. Frederick William the Great Elector (1620-1688) – King of Prussia (Frederick I), Elector of Brandenburg. Member of the House of Hohenzollern. (territory was part of the Holy Roman Empire). – began to build up the military 2,500 during the Thirty Years’ War 8,000 at the end of his reign – Voltaire “Prussia is not a country with a military, but a military with a country” – eventually Prussia will be the driving force in German Unification (1870)

8. Philip IV (1605-1655) – Member of the House of Habsburg. He was King during the political and economic decline of Spain. Supported the Roman Catholic Church. Patron of the Arts

9. William and Mary – 1688 called to the throne after Parliament replaced James II in the Glorious Revolution. Signed the English Bill of Rights, guaranteeing basic rights to citizens. Held joint sovereignty over both the Kingdom of England and the Kingdom of Scotland.

10. Charles I of England (r. 1625-49) – Advocate of the divine right of kings and was feared for his attempts at gaining absolute power. Caused religious conflicts by selecting a Catholic wife. His reign was marked by the English Civil War in which he was opposed by the forces of Parliament and the Puritans. He was overthrown, tried, convicted, and executed for high treason.

11. Charles II of England (1630-1689 r. 1660-1689) – “The Merry Monarch.” Restored during the Restoration in England. The Whig and Tory political parties developed during his reign. Converted to Roman Catholicism on his deathbed and became the first Catholic to reign over England since Mary I. Was more yielding to Parliament to avoid being beheaded.

12. Francis Bacon (1561-1626) – English philosopher, statesman, and essayist. Best known as a philosophical advocate and defender of the scientific revolution. His works establish and popularize an inductive methodology for scientific inquiry, often called the Baconian method. Encouraged the scientific method – “Knowledge is Power”

13. William Laud (1573-1645) – Archbishop of Canterbury and supporter of King Charles I. His policies conflicted with Puritanism and Calvinism.  Tried to impose total uniformity on the Church, which was met with great opposition.  Use of the Star Chamber – tyranny of the courts to punish, imprison, and execute – 1640 he was impeached and in 1644 he was condemned to death by the house of Commons

14. Colonel Pride (1648)– Thomas Pride, Led Pride’s Purge during the English Civil War,  which involved the forcible removal of all those in the House of Commons who were not supporters the revolution – known as Rump Parliament 240 members to 50. Rump Parliament would place King Charles I on trial and convict him of  treason 

15. William II (1650-1702)– Known as William III of England and William III of Orange. Jointly ruled with Mary II; signed the English Bill of Rights. Was put in place after the Glorious Revolution.

16. Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-1669) – generally considered one of the greatest painters of European art history. His contributions to art came in the period known as the “Dutch Baroque Period” (17th century) or the “Dutch Age.” One of many famous works was The Night Watch.

17. James II of England (1633-1701)– Last Roman Catholic monarch to rule over the kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland. Distrusted and deposed in the Glorious Revolution in fear of a Catholic hereditary monarchy developing.

Identify the authors and philosophies behind the following texts:

1. The Two Treatises of Government – John Locke 1680-1690
Often cited as the manifesto for liberal democracy and capitalism. Men will form a social contract to form a government to aid in protecting “life, liberty, and property.” If the government violates the social contract, then rebellion is viable.

2. Leviathan – Thomas Hobbes 1651

Life is “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.” Said that there are no natural rights and there is no right to rebellion against tyranny. People will give up their natural freedom in exchange for safety.

3. Petition of Right – English Parliament 1628

1628 Parliaments attempt to control Charles I and the “purse strings.” Involved forced loans, arbitrary arrest, forced billeting of troops, exemption of officials from due process, violations of habeas corpus, interference with property rights

4. Clarendon Code – Parliament 1661-65

Named after Edward Hyde – Earl of Clarendon - Series of laws passed after the restoration of Charles II favoring the Church of England. Included the Act of Uniformity and the Five Mile Act – used to weaken the Whigs

5. The True Law of Free Monarchies – James I 1598

Supports the ideological basis for the divine right of kings. 

6. Navigation Acts – Parliament (Oliver Cromwell)

Mercantilist policy – maximize profits for the Empire through trade. Restricted foreign shipment. First introduced in 1650 – series through the 1670’s. Contributing factors in the Anglo-Dutch War and the Revolutionary War.

7. Test Acts – Parliament (1673)

Replaced the Clarendon Code. Targeted Roman Catholics and nonconformists to the Church of England.  All governmental officeholders must receive communion in the Anglican Church at least once a year and denounce the doctrine of transubstantiation. Modified in 1689 – Act of Toleration – extending rights to Catholics

8. Bill of Rights – Parliament 1689

Basic document of English constitutional law. Full title: An Act Declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject and Settling the Succession of the Crown. Statement of certain rights that citizens of a free and democratic society have (or ought to have), Revolutionary document protecting civil liberties – such as – excessive fines, bail, cruel and unusual punishment, taxes, billeting soldiers, suspending laws – POWER shared with Parliament

9. Act of Uniformity – Parliament 1662

Enacted after the restoration of the monarchy - Required the use of all the rites and ceremonies in the Book of Common Prayer in Church of England services. Created to strengthen the Anglican Church.

10. Habeas Corpus Act – Parliament 1679

Latin “you have the body” - name of several writs which may be issued by a judge ordering a prisoner to be brought before the court. Orders that a prisoner be brought to the court so it can be determined whether or not the prisoner is being imprisoned lawfully.

11. Thirty-Nine Articles – Convocation of the Church in 1563

The defining statements of Anglican doctrine.  Highlights major differences between Anglican and Roman Catholic doctrine.

12. Triennial Act – Long Parliament 1641

Proposed by Long Parliament. Parliament must meet for at least a fifty-day session once every three years. Intended to prevent the King from dismissing Parliament.  Issued one year before the English Civil War

Identify Political Philosophies of the following people:

1. Thomas Hobbes – (1588-1679) “War of all against all”; Life in the state of nature is “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.” War is not in the best interest of man. Self-interested and materialistic desire to end war. Interested in a definitively authoritative state.

2. James I – (1566-1625) King James IV of Scotland – Founder of the Stuart Dynasty in England.  Strong supporter of Divine Right of Kings. 

3. Charles I – (1600-1649) Stuart – successor to James I - Strong advocate of Divine Right of Kings. Brought the Church of England close to Roman Catholicism. Beheaded during the English Civil War

4. John Locke – (1632-1704) – English philosopher - advocated the “tabula rasa” view of experience. Contradictory to Thomas Hobbes. The original state of nature was good and characterized by reason and tolerance. State should be guided by natural laws. “life, liberty, property” – right to revolt if gov’t is oppressive

5. Louis XIV – (1638-1715) Feared the nobility as a threat to his power. Believed in absolutism and the divine right of kings. “I am the state.” Greatest age of French culture and Art – longest reigning monarch in European History – 72 years.  Height of absolute power – built Versailles 

6. Charles II (1630-1685)– Stuart - Much more tolerant than previous rulers. Yielded to Parliament. Made many concessions to Protestants. Declared himself Catholic on his deathbed. Ruled during the Restoration period after Oliver and Richard Cromwell

7. James II (1633–1701) Strong Catholic. Was removed from power by the Glorious Revolution due to the fear of England becoming a Catholic dynasty. Stuart – last monarch to try and rule by divine right – an absolute manner.

8. William and Mary – (r. 1689-1702) Protestant-supported Constitutional Monarchy – signed the English Bill of Rights during the Glorious Revolution – Mary Stuart daughter of Charles I 

9. Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658)– Puritan leader during the English Civil War.  Leader of the New Model Army – instrumental in the beheading of Charles I Dictator. Know as the Interregnum period.   

Identify the following concepts or events:

1. Mercantilism – Economic theory holding that the prosperity of a nation depends upon its supply of capital, and that the global volume of trade is “unchangeable.” Supports the use of colonies to provide a positive trade balance.

2. Short Parliament – Called by King Charles I; lasted only three weeks. Charles dissolved the body after Parliament wanted to address previous grievances instead of discussing the levying of taxes (Ship Money).

3. Long Parliament – 20 year period in which Parliament Removed royal favorites; passed the Triennial Act; could not be dissolved without its own consent; Ship Money was abolished; “Demolished the machinery of absolutism.”

4. “divine right” monarchy – Ruler was based on divinity from God. Hence, their powers were absolute and the ruler had only to answer to God.

5. Presbyterians – a form of Protestant Christianity.  Its primary tenets include sola scriptura (Scripture alone), sola gratia (by grace alone), sola deo gloria (to God alone be the glory), sola fide (by faith alone), and sola Christo (Christ alone); traces its roots to the Scottish Reformation as led by Scottish John Knox; high emphasis on the sovereignty of God in all things. 

6. Dutch East India Company – Golden age of the Dutch – 16th century. The first multinational corporation in the world and it was the first company to issue stocks.  It remained an important trading concern for almost two centuries, until it became bankrupt and was dissolved in 1798.

7. Totalitarianism – The state regulates nearly every aspect of public and private behavior, an 'all-embracing, total state.’

8. United Provinces – (1581-1795) officially recognized by the Peace of Westphalia 1648 – today Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, part of Germany and France - then known as the Republic of the Seven United Netherlands or the Dutch Republic and is now known as the Netherlands; a confederation of seven provinces, which had their own governments and were very independent.

9. Lord Protector – (1653-1658) The title of the head of state during the Protectorate of the Interregnum.  It was held by Oliver Cromwell and his son Richard Cromwell. Produced a constitution known as the Instrument of the Government 1653

10. Anglo-Dutch Wars (1652-54), (1664-67), (1672-74)– Were fought in the 17th and 18th centuries between Britain and the United Provinces for control over the seas and trade routes.

11. Grand Remonstrance (1641)– A list presented to King Charles I of England by the English Parliament that condemned all of Charles I's ministers including Thomas Wentworth, 1st Earl of Strafford (executed 1641) and Archbishop Laud (beheaded 1645); also abolished the court of Star Chamber. Parliament passed this in 1641 without his permission and it also condemned the bishops and all of Laud's other religious reforms.

12. Levellers – A mid 17th century English political party, who came to prominence during the English Civil Wars; their manifesto involved a remodelling of the English political process along the lines of a more egalitarian, less class-driven regime. They had a large following within the ranks of the New Model Army.

13. Diggers – A democratic utopian group of radicals – land and freedom - during the English Civil War.
